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Human Rights Law, Emory University

KENT GREENAWALT 
Law, Columbia University
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Anthropology & Religion, 
Uppsala University & 
University of Gothenburg

PAUL WEITHMAN 
Philosophy, University of Notre Dame

LINDA WOODHEAD 
Religious Studies, Lancaster University
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SECULARISM

REGISTRATION
The conference is open to the public and free of charge. Registration is required for attendance.

CONTACT & INFORMATION
secularism@filosofi.gu.se • www.phil.gu.se/secularism
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Secularisation – the process of separating the realms of politics and religion – has been influencing national and worldly 
affairs for several hundred years. The idea of the desirability of such a separation – secularism – is nowadays a given 
backdrop for public policy issues regarding education, family, gender, media, migration, personal integrity and freedom, 
reproduction and sexuality. But globalisation and multicultural trends, as well as claims from religious groups for in-
creased political influence or autonomy and the uncertain and varying responses to these from society, have made us 
aware that the secularist ideal has been realised through the process of secularisation in radically different ways in dif-
ferent settings. As a result, an identity crisis is presently afflicting secular societies. It is no longer as clear what secularism 
is supposed to amount to, why secularisation is desirable and where its proper limits are. To investigate questions about 
this is the focus of a newly initiated multidisciplinary research theme at the University of Gothenburg.

Secularisation & Secularism is an international multidisciplinary conference. Organized by the University of Gothenburg and spon-
sored by Riksbankens jubileumsfond (The Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation) and Vetenskapsrådet (The Swedish Research 
Council). Program Committee: Elisabeth Abiri, Marie Demker, Christian Munthe, Cecilia Rosengren, Ola Sigurdson and Eva-Maria 
Svensson. Local Organization: Peter Johnsen secularism@filosofi.gu.se


